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EN ' The Vartaja is a 64 km long right bank
tributary of the Barta River; it starts at Sepene
Lake. The final 29 km of the river, beginning
from Virga, is suitable for paddling; here the
valley of the river is relatively large compared to
the size of the river itself.

The first 8 km behind the bridge Virga * must
be simply paddled. The shores are thickly
overgrown with osiers; one turn is followed by
another turn. Many of them are so sharp that
the river creates wide backflows and extensions.
On the straight sections the navigable path
is merely 50 cm deep; the rest hides under a
thickness of reed mace. In many places the
beavers have threaded the earth as hard as clay
floor. Here and there beaver dams also appear,
which brings interesting changes to the mo-
notonous landscape.

A good landmark, when 8 km has been pad-
dled, is the former railway bridge supports; there
the peculiar and wild beauty of Vartaja begins.
It seems that the large trees only here have
realised that they can also grow on the banks of
the Vartaja. The landscape becomes much more
interesting, the river deeper and paddlers no
longer need to worry about the lack of water.
From time to time the river rolls some rapids
here and there; the rippled, clayed and sandy
banks are replaced by pebbles and marl.

In less than 2 km the Lukuzi concrete bridge
emerges ° at Paplaka, followed by a camp site
for water-tourists “Ineses” on the left bank of the
river.

The next 10 km until the bridge Mazkaléti ©
is divided into two equal parts — one interest-
ing and one monotonous. After “Lukuzi” bridge

5 the river continues to meander through
deciduous forest and after 400 m the paddlers
are surprised by lively rapids for a distance of
100 m with a low dolomite step at its end and
a large boulder right in the middle of the river.
The white sand detrition here is a real discovery
because it is a mystery where the river finds
almost white sand of the sea.

A couple of bends later, behind the rapids the
largest tributary the Virga flows into the Vartaja.
From now on the Vartaja can justifiably be called
a medium-size river. After a further 4 km it does
not disappoint — beautiful bends, meadows and
large trees follow one another, until a section
damaged by a dredger and overgrown with osi-
ers begins again until Mazkaléti bridge ©.

The last 9 km behind the Mazkaléti Bridge to
the Vartaja estuary in Barta is the most popular
and the most beautiful section of Vartaja. River
bends return and the riverbed is scattered with
stones. It is recommended to end the route on
the river at Barta, by paddling 700 m to Langeris
®, where you can easily get out, or 6.6 km to
Barta bridge © (route P113).

WATER TOURISM ROUTES AND RIVER ACCESS POINTS
MAPLUPYTbI BOQHOIO TYPU3MA U TYHKTbI BOCTYIA K PEKE

Langeris Mazkaléti

River fall / YknoH pexku
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RU - Peka BapTas npoTAXKEHHOCTbIO 64 KM siBist- Virga Bridge - the starting place for
€TCs NPaBbIM NPUTOKOM peky bapTbl n 6epeT Ha- addling is on the P106 Ezere — Grobina
yaro B o3epe CeneHe. /A N0e3A0K Ha 10AKax p 9 - ;
NpUroaHbl TONbKO MocseaHne 29 KM, HaunHas road. Here the old bridge has been well

preserved and it is easy to stop, unload

oT BI/IpI'I/I, 3eCb [ONVHA PEKN B CPABHEHUN C ee
pa3mepamm orpomHas 1 nosoras. the inventory for beginning the paddling KInéni g
route. CéHlausin—]

MepBble 8 KM Mocnie MocTa uepes Bupry *
Haflo MpocTo paboTaTh Becniamu. bepera rycto /irgas kapity
3apOC/M MBHAKOM, M3TMGbI CTIedyloT 3a n3- RU/Mocm uepes Bupzy. Crapt ana
rn6amn. MHorve 13 HUX HacTONbKO KpyTble, noesfKu Ha loaKax y astogoporu P106

J3epe - MPobUHA. 3pech elye coxpaHmca
MPEKHMII MOCT, y KOTOPOFO Y106HO

UTO peKa B 3TWX MecTax 06pasyeT LINPOKue
BCTPEYHblE TEUYEHUs W pacwupeHuns. Ha nps-

OCTaHOBUTbLCA, BbIFPY3UTb HBEHTapPb ANA
Hayana mapLipyTa.

MbIX y4acCTKax Mpu HU3KOM YpOBHE BOAbI
WMPWHa NPOXOfia ANA NOAOK COCTaBNAET BCEro
50 cm v rmy6uHa — 15-20 cM, a ocTanbHoe —
HenponasHblii poros. Bo mMHorux mectax noa
MBHAKOM OCHOBATENIbHO NPOLLINCL 1 NPOYHO 1 Vartdja mound
obocHoBanucb 606pbl. BcTpeyatotea n 606po-
Bble MNOTUHbI, KOTOPble BHOCAT MHTEpeCcHble
[leTanu B 0ffHO06pa3HbIi Nensax.
XopoLueit OTMETKOW, YTO NpoifeHbl 8 KM, AB-
NAIOTCA 0Nopbl ObIBLLETO XKeNe3HOLOPOXHOro
MOCTa, 3[1eCb Xe HauuMHaeTca ocobas necHas
KpacoTa peku. KaxeTcs, 4to 6onblune aepeBba
TONBKO 3A€Cb MOHMMAIOT, YTO MOMHO PacTV 1 Ha
6eperax peku Bapras. Mpnpopa cTaHoBUTCA ro-
pa3fo nprMeyaTenbHeii, peka rny6xe, u nNabisy-
LYMM Ha JToAKaX 60sbLLe He HYXHO 6eCnoKOUTb-
€A 0 HefjocTaTKe BoAbl. Bpema oT BpemeHu peka
BOJIHYETCS, CIOBHO MbITAETCA TeUb CTPEMUTENb-
Hel, MIMHUCTBIE U NecyaHble Gepera MectTamm
CMEHSAIOT rasibKa U MINHUCbIN U3BECTHSAK.
Yepe3 HemomHbIX 2 KM HaxoAuTcA enesobe-
TOHHbIN MocT Jlykyxy ° B annake, 3a HAM Ha
neBOM 6epery peKu YCTPOeHO MeCTo ANA CTOAH-
K1 BOAHBIX TypucToB “Unecec”.

Cnepyloue 10 kv 10 MocTa MaskaneTty © pe- KRAUJAS

NATCA Ha ABE OAVHAKOBbIE YaCTV — NHTEPECHYIO .E . EE E
1 HeuHTepecHyo. Mocne mocTa Jlykyxy ° peka
NPOLOIIKAET NETNATH Yepes IMCTBEHHbIIA NIEC, N RU/Kpayac
yepes 400 M NNIbIBYLUMX NPUATHO YAMBNAET Obl-
CTPUHA MPOTAXKEHHOCTbIO 100 M C HU3KUM [O-
JIOMUTOBbIM YCTYMOM B KOHLIE €€ 11 OFPOMHbIM
Ba/lyHOM B Camoii cepeanHe pekun. ObHaxeHne
6enoro necyaHka B 3TOM MecTe HeBepoATHaA
HaxofKa, NOTOMY YTO HEMOHATHO, rae peka TyT
HaxoAuT 6enblil NecoK NoYTU Kak Ha Mope.
Yepes napy NoBopoToB NOcse GbICTPUHDI B PeKy
Baptas BnmagaeT camblii GONbLUOK €e MPUTOK,
Bupra, 1 yxe panblue peky Baptaa MoxHo cme-
110 Ha3BaTb peKoii cpefHero pasmepa. Cnepyto-
wme 4 KM OHa He [JaeT pa3oyapoBaTbCA — Kpa-
CuBble 13rubbl, yra, 1 OfVH 3a OfHUM CredytoT
6onblune AepeBbs, MOKa ONATb He HaunHaeTcA
Y4YaCTOK Pa3BOPOYEHHON IKCKAaBaTOPOM U 3a-
pocLueil UBHAKOM KaHaBbl 1o MocTa Ma3skanety.
Mocnearne 9 km nocne mocta Maskanety no
BnaaeHuA peku Baptas B peky bapty aBnsetca
CambIM MOMYNAPHBIM U KPacKBbIM y4acTKOM
peku BapTas. Y peku BHOBb NOABNANTCA U3MU-
6bl, pycno MecTamu yCbinaHo KaMHAMM.
MapuipyT pekomeHayeTcA 3akaHuMBaTb Ha
peke bapte, gonnbiBasa 700 m fo JlaHbrepuca
°, rfie yRo6HO BbIXOAUTb 13 NIOAKN UK 6,6 KM
[0 MmocTa yepe3 bapty © (aBTogopora P113).

——400m
The ancient mound of Cours land —
Piemare is one of the largest Southern
Kurzeme (Courland) mounds. It was disco-
vered during archaeological excavations
carried out in the 1960's that the mound
was populated in the Middle Iron Age.
RU/lopoduuje Bapmasc. Topoauiue ¢
LpeBHel 3emnu Kypuueii, Mnemapec, — Ceplinieki
OfIHO 13 CamblX BONbLUKX IOXKHO-KYp3eM- Stipnieki ©
CKUX ropoguLy. Bo Bpems apxeonornye- P Zi
CKUX packomnok B 60-X roa NpoLunoro
BeKa 6bl/10 YCTaHOB/IEHO, YTO FOPOAMLLE
6b1110 3aCeNeHO yxe B cpefiHeM xenes-
HOM Beke.

3 Virga baron —1km
Nolde manor complex where almost
all manor buildings are preserved. At the
centre of Virga a memorial sign is set up
in honour of Swedish King Karl XII, who,
during the Northern war, spent the winter
in Virga with his troops.
Guide +37129472063.
RU/Komnnekc Bupaackoli ycads6b1
6aponos Honode, B KOTOPOM COXpaHU-
NINCb MOYTY BCe 33aHNA ycaabobl.
B ueHTpe Bupru yctaHoBNEH NaMATHbI
3HaK Wweeackomy Koponio Kapny XII,
KOTOpbIN BO BpemaA CeBepHOI BONHbI CO
CBOVM BOWCKOM nposen B Bupre 3umy.
Tnp +37129472063.
JINHWIA, coeanHABLLAA BalHbone 1
4 Railway bridge pillars ®——1km  Jlyenaio. Ceituac 5Ta IMHIA, KOHEUHO,
- once one of the oldest Latvian 3aKpblTa, 1 MOCT AEMOHTNPOBaH.
railway lines, constructed in 1871, that Ecnun npuyannTb ¢ npaBof/] CTOPOHbI U
connected Vainode and Liepaja, went B30TV MO TPOMUHKE Ha HacbiMb, B30py
over it. Now the railway line is closed and OTKpbiBaeTca MHTepechIVI BWA Ha
- the brldge has been dismantled. If you BEPXYLLKMN OKPECTHbIX .q)KyHrneW’
Paplaka Virga stop on the right side and climb on the
Q embankment a wondrous sight opens to 9 Lukuzi bridge in Paplaka
MVIL

the surrounding jungle tops. RU/Mocm Jlykyxy & lannake
RU/ Onopel xene3Ho00poxHo20

mocma, KOrAa-To o Hemy NPoXoAnna
noctpoexHas B 1871 rogy ogHa 13
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cTapenwnx B J1aTBUM Kene3HO[0POXHbIX RU/UHecec



9 MAZKALETUTILTS® e—1om

HEREBN

A great starting place for one day paddling.
RU/Mocm Maskanemy

OTNNYHBIN HaYanbHbIA NYHKT
OIHOAHEBHOTO JIOAOYHOTO MapLupyTa.

? BALTAIS KROGS —i30m
4 [x[e]a]=] 2]

+371 26032099, “Strautini”
During the first period of Latvian independ-
ence the Baltais Krogs Bridge was the only
bridge across the river Vartaja and to go to
Barta, Dunika and Liepaja. Baltais Krogs was
the only pub in the area. This is where many
paths crossed and different events took
place. Campfire soup and cottage cheese
can be ordered from the hostess.
RU/Ka6ak “banmaiic Kpoac”
Moct y kabaka Bo BpemeHa [NepBoit JlaT-
BUIACKOI Pecny6amky 6bin eAyHCTBEHHBIM
MOCTOM, N0 KOTOPOMY JII0AW Nepexoanmn
peky Bapras, utobbl oTnpaBuTbCA B baprty,
LyHuky v Jlnenato. “banTaiic Kporc” 6bin
€[IVHCTBEHHbIM B OKpYTe, 1l MHOTME NyTy
BeNV Cl0/3, a TakxKe 3/1eCb NPONCXOANIM
pasznnyHble COBLITUA. Y X03ANKN MOXHO
3aKa3aTb NPUrOTOBJIEHHbI Ha KOCTPe Cyn
1 IOMALLHMIA CbIp.

8 Majorette pole —{30m
Kaléti manor border pole, dating back

to 1847, when the borders of the Kaleti
manor of Baron Nolde were agreed upon.
Manor boundary poles are very rarely
well-preserved, but the Kaléti parish is rich
with three such majorette pillars, with their
dates engraved.
RU/Cmon6 Matiopama — norpaHnyHblii
cTon6 Kanetckoit ycafibbbl, KOTOPbIN
natuposaH 1847 rogom, Korga 6binn ycTa-
HOBJIEHbI rpaHuLbl KaneTckoi ycapbobl
6apoHa Honpe. MorpaHnyHbIx cTon6os
COXPaHUOCh O4eHb Mano, Ho KaneTckas

BOJIOCTb GOraTa LesbIM1 TpeMs TaKumu
cton6amu Maiiopata ¢ BbIrpaBMpoBaH-
HbIMI Ha HUX FOfOM.

9 Old Krate watermill dam

The watermill operated and ground
the flour during the First period of Latvian
independence. Until today only two
stone masonry walls have survived on the
coast and the ruins of the mill create an
interesting rapid that at low water level is
not passable; in the past this was one of
the few roads over the river. If the water
level is higher it is better to go through the
rapids on the right hand side; but if lower
it is preferable to take the boat on the left
coast.
RU/Cmapas damba 600sHol Menb-
Huybl Kpymec. BogsaHas MenbHMLa
[eliCTBOBana 1 Monona MyKy eLie BO
Bpems lNepBoii JlaTBuiickoi Pecnybnmku.
[lo Hawwwmx AHeil COXPaHNANCH TONbKO
[iBe KaMeHHble CTeHbl Ha camom bepery
peKM, N pa3BanuHbl MefIbHULbI CO3[at0T
cBOe0bpa3Hble NOpOry, KOTOpbIE NPU
HU3KOM YPOBHE BOfibl HEMPOXOAMMbI,
paHblLe 3ecb Obll OAVH 13 peaKuX
nyTeii 4nA nepenpasbl yepes peky. Ecnn
YPOBEHb BOAbI BbILLE, TO MOPOTY Nyylle
npoexaTb Cpasa, a, ECNIN YPOBEHb BOAbI
HIKE, TO JIOAKY »KenaTeibHO HeCTU No
nesomy bepery.

@ KALETI MOUND ——{30m

HEREAR

The resting area has been made up at
the foot of the mound Kaléti (also called
Krate), which was formed at the junction of
Vartaja and Barta. According to legends its
embankment supposedly stores numerous
barrels of gold, but so far the excavations at
the Cours mound show only ash remains.
The carved wooden “Mermaid” by the
artist Girts Burvis at the foot of the mound
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suggests that the river was also navigable
in ancient times, and there was no shortage
of mermaids in Kaléti. Getting out at the
mound Kaléti is easier if you go upstream
along the River Barta.

RU/KAJIETCKOE rOPOAMULYE. Mecto
ANA OTAbIXa 06YCTPOEHO B MOAHOXKIM
Kanetckoro (takxe Ha3biBaeTca KpyTec)
ropoawiya, 06pa3oBaBLLErocs B Mecte
cnuaAHuA pek BapTas n bapta. loBopsrt,

B HaCbINW ropoAuLLa CNPATaHO MHOTO
KyObILLEK C 30/10TOM, HO [10 CUX MPU
packonkax ropoauLya Huyero He 6bino
HangeHo Kpome npaxa. [lepeBaHHan
CKYNbMTypa pycankn XyaoxHuKka Mmpta
BypBuca B nogHOXw1 ropoauLLa roBoput
0 TOM, YTO B APEBHOCTY U PeKY Bbinn
cynoxogHbiMu, 1 B KaneTbl pycanok
xBaTano. Bbicagka y ropoguiia yaobHen,
€C/In HeMHOTO NPOMJIbIBETE BBEPX NPOTUB
TeyeHuA No peke bapre.

Q Landeris — a convenient drop-off and
access place for the end of the route.
RU/Jlanbeepuc - yrobHOe MeCTo Bbicafiki

1 NOADBE3/1a K OKOHUAHWI0 MapLupyTa.
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Most popular routes /
Haub6onee nonynsapHeie mapwpymeor:

Virga/Bupra - Barta/bapta 35 km

Mazkaléti/Ma3kaneTsl — Barta/bapra 15,7 km

Paplaka/Mannaka — Barta/bapta 25,5 km
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? ZVEJU LIKUMS —5m

RAENENRE
+371 26155972

RU/U32u6 3ser0

9 Bartavillage bridge
RU/Mocm e depeeHe bapma

@!EE

Convenient place for getting up to
the river.

RU /YpoHoe mecTo cnycKa K peke.

13 Barta Museum ——24km
Barta, + 371 62468280, 29761660

Museum located in the centre of the
village Barta. Here you can see traditions of
Barta national costume manufacture and
wearing during the 19th — 21st century.
The courageous can try their weaving skills
on the loom placed at the exhibition.
RU/Bapmackuii myseii Haxogutcs B
LieHTpe AepeBHu bapTa. 3aecb MOXHO
OCMOTPETb TPAANLMIO U3rOTOBNEHUA U
HolueHusA ofexabl B bapte B 19 - 21 BB.
Te, KTO NocMmeneli, MOryT UCnpo6boBaTb
CBOV HaBbIKM B TKaYeCTBE Ha YCTaHOB/EH-
HOM Ha 3KCMO3MLIMN TKaLLKOM CTaHKe.

Boat rent/ [Ipokam nodok

Canoe/ Kanos

Kayak / Kask

Sea kayak / MopckoU kask

Inflatable raft / HadysHas nooka

SUP/TNadonbopd

Raft/ Mnom

@l SitOnTop / Kask c eepxHell
nocaokoli (Sit-On-Top)

Biedriba “Kalétu VIG”
+371 26423893, “Liepavoti’, Kaléti, Priekules
nov., www.kaletuvig.lv, kaletivig@inbox.lv

Kanoecentrs

+371 26116933, www.kanoecentrs.lv

.
& [0] £ |0

Kurzemes laivas
+371 29985244, www.kurzemeslaivas.lv

Laivinieks.lv “

+371 27878757, www.laivinieks.lv

mucas (IR

+371 26132961, www.laivunoma.com

Niknas Laivas

+371 26377055, www.niknaslaivas.lv
Biedriba “Parcélajs”

+371 26426992, Baznicas iela 26,
Priekule, Priekules nov.

Sofijas Laivas
+371 29339677, www.sofijaslaivas.lv

Tarisma klubs “Oga” n
+371 26490324, www.grobinasvikingi.lv

Tips and advices :

- At the section Virga * — Mazkaléti © the
river is blocked by numerous beaver dams.
-Itis recommended to drag the boat across
them, instead of trying to force them at
high speed.

- Respect private property and preserve
nature, leave the campsites clean and take
the waste away with you!

-Itis recommended to use a primus for
preparing the food. Only light a fire at the
designated spots and don't leave the fire
unattended

- Be responsible - use a life vest, for children
under 12 years it is mandatory!

- For swimming use safe places which are
suitable for your swimming skills!

-When in the boat, don't stand on your feet —
you will fall! Be cautious when climbing into
the boat and when approaching the bank -
these are the most frequent times when
people fall in the river!

- At least one mobile phone must be
hermetically sealed. Make sure you have the
phone number of the renter of the canoes in
case evacuation is necessary!

Pexomenoayuu:

- Ha yuactke Bupra * — Ma3skanetbl ©

peKy BO MHOTUX MECTaX NeperopaKmBawT
606poBble NNOTHHbI. PeKoMeHAyeM NopaKN
NEePEHECTN Yepes HUX, a He GOpCMpPOBaTH X
Ha 60MIbLUION CKOPOCTU.

- OTHOCUTECH C yBaXKEHWEM K YaCTHON
COBCTBEHHOCTY 1 beperunTe NPUPOAY, Mecto
CTOAHKMW OCTaBNANTE YACTBIM 1 YOPaHHbBIM, a
Mycop yHocuTe ¢ coboi!

- [INA NPUroTOBNEHNA NULLM KeNaTeNbHO
ucronb3oBaTb npumyc. Ecnn passogute
KocTep, TO AAenaiiTe 370 TONbKO B
OTBefieHHbIX ANA 3TOro MecTax. He
0CTaBnANTe Koctep 6e3 npucmoTpa.

- Monb3yica cnacatenbHbIM XUNETOM,
netam oo 12 net — oba3artenbHo!

- [inA KynaHWA BbIbMpan mecta,
COOTBETCTBYIOLME TBOEMY YMEHWIO NiaBaTh!
- B nopke He BcTaBaii — nepeBepHeLubcal

- ByAb ocTopoXeH, 3anesas B NOAKY Unn
npubnanxanch K b6epery, B Takux cyyasnx
yalLie BCero MOXHO ynacTb B peky!

- lonKeH 6bITb repMETUYHO YNaKoBaH

XOTA 6bl 0AVH MOBUNbHDII TeNnedoH,
y6eauncb, ectb in y Tebs Homep TenedpoHa
apeHpaopaTena NofoK, Ha Cyvan, ecnu
noHapobuTca sBakyaumsal
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hotel, guest house omertb, 20cmesoti dom
hostel xocmer
farm, holiday house cesbCKuti om, dom omabixa
camping KeMnuHe
resting area MeCmo CMOAHKU
parking E a8MoCMoAHKAa
nzgg%r%%l/jegﬁgg KO/UYECMB0 CNATbHbIX Mecm
sauna bars
catering numatue
pitches u Mecma ong nanamox
sports grounds CNOpMUBHele NAOUAOKU
canoe rentals = npoKam 71000k
free of charge E becnnam+o
fee-based nIamHo
picnic tables, benches E %)ﬂﬂ:ﬁm On9 NUKHUKA
bonfire place B Mecmo d718 Kocmpa
dry WC (DC) E cyxoti myanem (DC)
potable water numvesas 8oda
electricity ﬂ 3/1eKmpuyecmeo
shed gl Hasec
store Ma2a3uH
gas filling station ﬂ 3aNpasoyHas cCMaHyus
cafe g Kkagpe
footbridge Newexo0HbIll MOCMUK
watermill E 8005HAA MeNbHUYA
rapids nopoau
meters above sea level MVJL mempei Had yposrem mMops
places of interest 4 docmonpumeyamensHocmu
tourism services
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Tourism information centres / n
Typucmuyeckue UHghopMayuoHHole
uyeHmpolI:

Grobina TIC/ po6uxa TUL

Liela iela 76, Grobina, +371 22024940,
63490458, info@grobinasturisms.lv,
www.grobinasturisms.lv

Active tourism centre “Curonian Viking
settlement” / LleHTp aKTMBHOrO TypU3ma
"lMoceneHne KypLCKUX BUKMHIOB”
Piladzu iela 3, Grobina, +371 26490324,
tkoga@inbox.lv

Priekule TIC/ Mpuekyne TUL
Saules iela 1, Priekule, +371 63497950,
29472063, daiga.egle@inbox.lv,
www.priekulesnovads.lv

Nica TIC/ Huua TUL

Bartas iela 6, Nica,

+371 63489501, 29458532,
turisms@nica.lv, www.nica.lv
Rucava TIC/PyuaBa TUL|

Busi, Rucava, +371 29134903,
rucava.tic@inbox.lv, www.rucava.lv



